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Fjoll rimar vid troll

Asmundur Sveinsson nefndi oft ad trdllin hans aettu upphaf sitt ad rekja til islensku fjallanna. Adrir
hafa tekid undir petta; Ténar hafsins, Tréllkonan, Sonartorrek og Helreidin - allt seu petta monum-
ental verk, sem bendi til himins, og sopar ad likt og ad fjéllunum.

bannig hefur islensk nattura verid kveikjan ad fidlskridugum listaverkum Asmundar, sem risa upp
med storfengum haetti en visa um leid til mannsins og tilvistar hans. i formum sinum og inntaki
benda pau um leid til peirrar oprjdtandi uppsprettu listarinnar sem er ad finna i fjéllum landsins og
peim hulduheimum, sem par prifast i vitund pjédarinnar.

Fleiri islenskir myndhoggvarar hafa leitad til nattdrunnar, hver med sinum haetti. Fair peirra sem nu
starfa 4 pessum vettvangi hafa pé verid jafn gagnteknir af peim méguleikum sem landid bydur lista-
manninum upp a og Pall Guémundsson fra Husafelli.

Pall hefur lengi unnid beint i nattiruna i sinu naesta nagrenni, par sem hann saekir efni sitt - islenskt
grjot i 6llum regnbogans litum. Par verda myndefni hans einnig til, likt og pau spretti Ut ur steinunum,
sem listamadurinn hefur valid ad vinna i hvert skipti.

Beejargilid vid Husafell hefur verid allt | senn; efnisnama listamannsins, vinnustadur og uppspretta

hugmynda. Verk hans syna okkur ymist personur, dularfullar figurur, dyr eda undraverur; allt petta

blasir vid i grjétinu ur gilinu eftir ad listamadurinn hefur farid um pad héndum, hdmrum og meitlum.
Hann hefur leyst ur laedingi paer myndir, sem buid hafa innra med efninu.




Pad byr margt trolislegt i peir bjorgum, sem Pall Gudmundsson hefur skapad listaverk sin ur. Paer
forynjur sem buid hafa i islenskum fjdllum samkvaemt pjédtrinni hafa synilega margar ordid peim or-
l6gum ad brad ad daga uppi vid Husafell - og sidan ad njota peirra forréttinda ad finnast og birtast a
ny fyrir tilstilli myndhoggvarans.

Pjodsogur hafa verid mérgum islenskum listamdnnum rikuleg vidfangsefni. Peir Asmundur Sveins-
son og Pall Gudmundsson hafa badir sott mikid i brunn pjodsagna, og eru t.d. verk Pals helgud Hell-
ismannasogu afar eftirminnileg; syning peirra i Surtshelli i Hallmundarhrauni var ein sérstaedasta list-
syning sidasta aratugar.

En pad byr fleira i grjotinu fra Husafelli en furdudyr og undraverur. Par er einnig ad finna hinn hreina
tén, sem hljomar taert pegar slegid er a steininn. Og fyrr er varir er listamadurinn buinn ad koma
saman heilu hljombordi af 6likum steinum, og tonlistarmenn hafa fengid adgang ad nyju hljodfeeri
nattirunnar, sem haegt er ad spila a fijdlbreytilega ténlist innan um onnur listaverk.

Rimid i landinu og hljémurinn natturunnar sjalfrar koma pannig saman a einum stad - ad pessu sinni
4 samsyningu Asmundar Sveinssonar og Pals Gudmundssonar i Asmundarsafni.

Eirikur Porlaksson




“Mountains rhyme with Trolls”

Asmundur Sveinsson often mentioned that his

trolls originated in the Icelandic mountains. Others \
have concurred; Tones of the Sea, Trollwoman,
Lament and Hell-Ride - all of these are monumen-

tal works that point heavenward, and are impos-
ing like the mountains.

In this way Icelandic nature has given rise to a
number of rich works by Sveinsson, that rise up in
a magnificent way but at the same time refer to
man and his existence. Through their forms and
subjects they also point to the inexhaustible foun-
tain of art that is to be found in the mountains of
the country and those hidden worlds, that thrives
there according to the national conscience.

Other Icelandic sculptors have looked to nature,
each in their own way. However, few that are now
working in this medium have been as enthralled
by the possibilities that the land has to offer as
Pall Gudmundsson from Husafell has been.

Pall has for a long time worked directly in the
nature in his home environment, where he find his
materials - lcelandic rocks in all the colours of the
rainbow. There his subjects also take form, as if
they jump out of the stones that the artist has
chosen to work with on each occasion.

The gully by the Husafell farm has been, all at
once; the artist's mine for materials, his place of
work and a fountain of new ideas. His works now
show us people, now mysterious figures, now ani-
mals or beings of wonder; all this lies open before V
the eyes in the rocks of the gully after the artist ——
has put his hand, hammers and chisels to them.
He has freed the images that have long waited
within the material.
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There are many Cyclopean beings found in the rocks that Pall Gudmundsson creates his works of
art from. Many of the monsters that have lived in Icelandic mountains according to legends have
apparently met their fate by being seen by the sun at daybreak and turning to rocks at Husafell - and
later enjoyed the privilege of being discovered and seen anew through the efforts of the sculptor.

Legends have been a rich source of subjects for many Icelandic artists. Both Asmundur Sveinsson
and Pall Gudmundsson have gone repeatedly to the well of legends, and Gudmundsson's works
dedicated to the Cavemen Legend are very memorable; their exhibition in Surt's Cave in the
Hallmundur lavafield was one of the most striking exhibition of the past decade.

But there is more to be found in the rocks from Husafell than strange animals and beings of wonder.
There you will also find the pure tone, that resounds clearly when the rock is struck. And before you
know it the artist has put together a whole keyboard of different rocks, and musicians have access to
a new instrument of nature, that allows them to play a variety of music, set among other works of
art.

The rhyme of the land and the sound of nature itself thus come together in one place - this time in a
joint exhibition of the works of Asmundur Sveinsson and Pall Gudmundsson in the Asmundur
Sveinsson Sculpture Museum.

Eirikur Thorlaksson
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